PROVINCES  OF  NORTHERN   INDIA
The North-West Frontier Province, on the Afghan tribal border, includes only five British districts, amorgst which, however, is the important district of Peshawar. The town of this name is the provincial capital. The most serious responsibilities of the Chief Commissioner concern the mountainous border land across the frontier, which is inhabited by turbulent tribes whose control may at any time raise political questions with Afghanistan. Until 1901 this province formed part of the Punjab. It was constituted in order that frontier politics might receive more continuous attention, and might come more closely under the watch of the Government of India. The population of the province is almost wholly Mohammedan. The people generally speak Pushtu, a language that is connected with Persian.
The Punjabl covers the plain which is watered by the upper reaches of the Indus and by the four large affluents that unite with the Indus shortly before their waters reach the southern border of the province. At one point it runs up into the Himalayas. But generally its surface is flat and well cultivated. Its capital is at Lahore; other towns of note are Multan, Amritsar, and Amballa. The rainfall is scanty and precarious, and nowhere else in India are irrigation works of such importance, or have shown such astonishing results. In the population Mohammedans predominate, but not very greatly. The Jats are its most distinctive people, sturdy men of much independence of character. A large proportion of them have been converted to Islam, and from the ranks of those who remained Hindu was formed, for the most part, the protestant denomination of the Sikhs. The Punjab came under British rule half a century later than the older provinces, and from the educational point of view its people are backward. But there are signs of more rapid progress than are visible in the United
1 Literally meaning " Five Rivers."
253